On 1 November 2009 the new District Court
Rules will come into force which will bring a
widespread change to the District Court
process. The focus of the changes is to
provide a quick and efficient process for the
early settlement of claims. At Morrison Kent
we can assist you in obtaining the maximum
benefit from the new procedures.

The new process encourages settlement of a
claim at an early stage. There are new, easy
to fill out forms which set out a claim or
defence. The parties exchange an “information
capsule” which provides the other parties with
all the facts and documents to be relied on to
prove the claim. This “information capsule” will
show the strength or weakness of a claim
before the parties enter into settlement
negotiations which we anticipate will result in
early and meaningful settlement offers.
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This process is less formal and far reaching
than the current “discovery” obligations.

Full trials will now become the last resort in the
process. When a claim is filed with the Court,
a Registrar will direct one of the following
occur:

(@) A judicial settlement conference (where
a Judge presides over negotiations
between the parties); or

(b) A short trial (where the matter can be
dealt with in one day).

If the judicial settlement conference is
unsuccessful in resolving the claim, the Judge
will direct one of the following to occur:

(@) A simplified trial (with limits on time and
evidence); or

(b) A full trial.
It is only after the Judge directs one of these

trials to occur that the plaintiff can apply for
summary judgment in the claim.
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At Morrison Kent, we are prepared for the
change in process and to help you harness the
potential of these new procedures when
bringing claims. Debt collection and recovery
actions will become cheaper, efficient and
allow for smaller debts to be recovered
economically.

If you wish to discuss the new District Court
Rules or obtain further details on the above
matters, please do not hesitate to contact
Elspeth Horner or Carolyn Heaton.

Elspeth Horner,
Partner

Wellington Office
Tel: (04) 495 8932
elspeth.horner@morrisonkent.com

Carolyn Heaton,
Associate

Wellington Office
Tel: (04) 495 8908.

carolyn.heaton@morrisonkent.com

All the information in this newsletter is to the best
of the author’s knowledge true and accurate. No
liability is assumed by the authors, or publishers,
for any losses suffered by any person relying
directly or indirectly upon this newsletter. The
information in this newsletter does not constitute
legal advice. If you require advice on a specific
matter, please get in touch with us.






